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SUB J : NEW GOVERNMENT CONTROLS ON HIGHER EDUCATION 
REF: BELGRADE A-487 

1. SUMMARY: SERBIAN ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES HAVE APPROVED 

TWO CHANGES IN LAW ON HIGHER EDUCTION. CHANGES. WIDELY BELIEVED 
TO STEM FROM CASE OF "BELGRADE EIGHT”, SIGNIFICANTLY TIGHTEN 
POTENTIAL GOVERNMENT CONTROL OVER BELGRADE UNIVERSITY. FACULTY 
MEMBERS INDICATE STRONG DISAPPROVAL OF NEW MEASURES BUT SEE 
LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT PROTEST NOW. END SUMMARY 

2. TWO CHANGES IN LAW ON HIGHER EDUCTION WERE APPROVED 

NOV 1 1 BY TWO COMMITTEES OF SERBIAN ASSEMBLY, ACCORDING TO NOV 
12 POLITIKA. THE FIRST REQUIRES ASSEMBLY CONFIRMATION ON APPOINT- 
MENT OF HALF MEMBERSHIP OF FACULTY COUNCILS. THESE MEMBERS WERE FORME 
RLY 

APPOINTED DIRECTLY BY NON-UNIVERSITY ORGANIZATIONS, WHICH THEY 
REPRESENT. ORGANIZATIONS WILL NOW ONLY NOMINATE THEIR REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FOR ASSEMBLY CONFIRMATION. OTHER HALF OF FACULTY COUNCILS 
WILL STILL CONSIST OF REPRESENTATIVES OF TEACHING STAFFS, STUDENTS, 

AND OTHER EMPLOYEES OF FACULTY. 
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3. SECOND CHANGE PERMITS ASSEMBLY, IF IT FINDS SERIOUS HARM TO 
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SOCIAL INTERESTS FROM THEIR ACTIVITIES, TO SUSPEND RESPONSIBLE 
INSTRUCTORS FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD. THESE SUSPENDED PERSONNEL 
WOULD BE PERMITTED TO CONTINUE DRAWING THEIR SALARIES UNTIL 
THEY EITHER FIND A NEW JOB OR QUALIFY FOR RETIREMENT, REPORTED 
POLITIKA. 

4. UNIVERSITY LC COMMITTEE MEMBER REFUSED TO COMMENT ON CHANGES 
IN LAW, SAYING ONLY THAT HE AND OTHER LC MEMBERS REGARDED IT AS 
"VERY SENSITIVE ISSUE." PHILOSOPHY FACULTY PROFESSOR ASSESSED 

THE CHANGES AS SERIOUS MATTER AND INDICATED THAT STAFF WAS VERY 
UNHAPPY AT ASSEMBLY DECISION. HOWEVER HE SAW VERY LITTLE 
POSSIBILITY OF ACTIVE PROTEST BY INSTRUCTORS AT FACULTY, INDICATING 
FACULTY GOOD NAME HAD BEEN SULLIED ENOUGHT DURING PREVIOUS CONTRO- 
VERSY. ECONOMIC FACULTY PROFESSOR EXPRESSED VERY DIM VIEW OF 
EVIDENT TIGHTENING UP BY GOVERNMENT ON MEMBERS OF FACULTIES. HE 
ASSESSED NEW MEASURES AS REVERBERATION OF BELGRADE EIGHT AFFAIR. 
BOTH PROFESSORS INDICATED AWARENESS OF (AND SENSITIVITY TOWARD) 
PROBABLY UNFAVORABLE INTERNATIONAL REACTION. 

5. COMMENT: PRIMARY SIGNIFICANCE OF CHANGES IS MOVE TO MODIFY 
SELF-MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AS PREVIOUSLY PRACTICED AT BELGRADE UNI- 
VERSITY AND CONSEQUENT INDICATION OF ASSEMBLY LACK OF FAITH IN 
PREVIOUS ARRANGEMENTS. THE CHANGES SO FAR SEEM TO BE AIMED AT 
FUTURE CASES SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE BELGRADE EIGHT RATHER THAN AT 
THE EIGHT THEMSELVES, ALTHOUGH THEORETICALLY NEW PROVISIONS COULD 
BE APPLIED TO THE EIGHT DISSIDENT PROFESSORS WERE THEY TO ENGAGE 

IN FUTURE ACTIVITIES WHICH AUTHORITIES FIND TROUBLESOME. 

6. WE VELIEVE FIRST CHANGE WAS POSSIBLY 
INSPRED BY VOTE IN PHILOSOPHY FACULTY COUNCIL 

LAST JULY WHICH CLEARED THE EIGHT. IN THAT VOTE, TWO REPRESENTA- 
TIVES OF OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS VOTED WITH SOLID BLOC OF FACULTY 
REPRESENTATIVES TO CLEAR ACCUSED PROFESSORS. 

THUS, CHANGE WOULD BE MEANT TO PROVIDE ASSEMBLY WITH CONTROL ON 
QUALITY OF THESE OUTSIDE REPRESENTATIVES TO PREVENT SUCH DEFECTIONS 
IN THE FUTURE. 

7. SECOND CHANGE WILL ENABLE IMMEDIATE AND INDEFINITE SUSPENSION OF 
OFFENDING PROFESSORS WHILE PROBLEM OF LONG DELAY IN RESOLUTION OF 
SOLVING SUCH ASES THROUGH NORMAL CHANNELS. UNIVERSITY LC SUBMITTED 
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NEGATIVE ASSESSMENT OF EIGHT PROFESSORS IN JANURARY, BUT 
NOT UNTIL JULY WAS FNAL VOTE TAKEN. 

MILLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW, SCHOOLS, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 NOV 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BELGRA05817 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740334-0170 
From: BELGRADE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 974/newtext/tl 9741 133/aaaabbbm. tel 

Line Count: 110 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: BELGRADE A-487 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CollinPO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 JUL 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <18 MAR 2003 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEW GOVERNMENT CONTROLS ON HIGHER EDUCATION 
TAGS: PINT, YO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



